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September 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to the autumn term! We are very excited to be welcoming the children back 
to a new term and into Lower Key Stage 2. We have a busy term ahead and we hope this 
newsletter will outline curriculum coverage, events, routines and expectations for the 
Autumn term.  
 
Teachers 
 Year 3 –     Mrs Mellor  
Year 3/4– Mr Cunha 
Year 4 -    Miss Cork 
 
We are also delighted that Mrs Gallagher will still be in school and will be covering PPA in 
LKS2 on Monday & Tuesday. 
 
Our Teaching Assistants are Mrs Duffy in the mornings and Mrs Bailey. 
  
Curriculum 
English – We will be studying and producing mythological texts linked to our topic on 
‘Ancient Greece’.  We will also be examining and writing non-fiction texts based on the 
Ancient Greek Gods and Goddesses. We will study the story of the labyrinth and this will 
lead us to designing our own labyrinth games which we will write instructions for.   
Maths – We are very excited about the introduction of a new maths mastery programme 
called ‘Power Maths’.  
Science – Animals including humans. We will identify that animals need the right types and 
amounts of nutrition and they get nutrition from what they eat. We will construct and 
interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey. We will also 
identify that humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection 
and movement. We will be able to describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the 
digestive system in humans and identify the different types of teeth in humans and their 
simple 
History – Ancient Greeks – We will research and explore the lives of the Ancient Greeks and 
consider the impact that they have on our lives today in Britain. 
Art - We will learn about architecture from Ancient Greece and sketch Greek monuments 
and buildings and discover how it has shaped our history. We will link our artwork to Ictinus 
who worked on the Parthenon on the Acropolis. 
Design Technology - We will be looking into the Ancient Greek diet and then designing and 
making bread, thinking about healthy bodies. 
RE – We will be discussing the beliefs and Practices of Hindus.   
ICT – We will make posters on e-safety and discuss how we can stay safe online. Following 
this, we will be looking at developing our coding skills by making labyrinth games. 



French – We will be linking this to our Science, looking specifically at how to talk about 
ourselves and school. 
Music – We will learn to compose music in different structures. We will use musical 
vocabulary to describe different dimensions in music. We will begin to notate their music on 
simple grids and begin to analyse their work, suggesting suitable ways in which to improve 
their work. 
We will learn to use their voices to sing in tune, with expressions and in parts as part of our 
Christmas Performance. 
Games- We will be developing football skills this term. 
PE – Gymnastics & Dance 
PSHE – We will explore the impact of our words on others by looking at the story, ‘Tongue’. 
 
Theme Weeks 
During the week beginning 23rd September we are looking forward to the whole school 
taking part in a ‘healthy body’ themed week.  During this week, there will be a variety of 
sporting activities for the children to take part in.  Some will be led by coaches, such as the 
skateboarding (KS2) and the scootering (KS1).  For that week the children will need their 
games kits in school and a water bottle.  
 
 
Other Events 
12th September – Musical Instrument ‘Taster Session’ at 7.00pm 
23rd September – Healthy Body Week 
26th September – World Languages Day  
2nd October - Kingswood Residential for Year 6 
18th October – Harvest Festival 
22nd October – Parents’ Evening 
23rd October – Parents’ Evening 
5th October - Photographs  
11th November - Anti-Bullying drama workshop 
13th December – Freddy Fit 
17th December – Theatre Trip – at Buxton Opera House (details to follow)            
 
Grouping Arrangements for Maths and English 
Children will be put into different groups for Maths and English during the week beginning 
9th September. This year in Maths, there will be one class of Year 3 children, one class of 
Year 4 children and then one mixed Yr3 & Yr4 class. This has been done to deliver our new 
and exciting Power Maths lessons.  Deciding on the grouping process takes a considerable 
amount of time and will be based on assessments done in the summer term, assessments 
that we will carry out during this week, and through consultation with their previous 
teachers.  
For English, the children will be grouped into three groups. All groups will follow the NC 
2014 for the children’s year group, but the pace may differ in each set to allow children to 
fully engage with and process the curriculum, ensuring they progress at the correct rate. 
We do intend to carefully monitor the children in all groups during the next few weeks and 
we will make changes if we feel that a child would benefit from a move. Please bear with us 
during this time, but if you are worried, we would be happy to discuss your concerns. 
 
 
Games and P.E. 
 
Games will take place for all classes on Wednesday mornings.  As conditions get colder and 
muddier, the children must have warm clothing and suitable outdoor footwear which will be 



sent home each week for cleaning (if necessary!).  The PE kit, however, will remain in school 
until the half term holiday. 
 

 Games P.E. 

Mrs Mellor Wednesday  Friday 
Mr Cunha Wednesday Y3 Friday 

Y4 – Friday Swimming  

Miss Cork Wednesday Friday - Swimming 
 
Please ensure that, on PE/Games days, all long hair is tied back off the face and earrings are 
either removed or covered.  
 
Recommended Kit for P.E. and Games 
 
P.E. kit:  White Lower Park T-shirt, Blue shorts/leggings and outdoor trainers. 
Games: Shorts, t-shirt, sweatshirt and trainers. 
Please ensure all kit and personal property is named. 
 
Swimming 
All children in Year 4 will be participating in Swimming on Friday afternoons for 12 weeks, as 

their PE lesson. They should wear swimming costume or trunks. Goggles are 
allowed and girls should have a swimming hat for their hair. 

 
Homework 
Homework 
Maths and English homework will usually be issued on Fridays. We expect this to be 
completed and submitted by the following Thursday.  
 
Maths homework will be issued online using the MyMaths website. Teachers will be 
reminding children how to access their homework and issue log-in details this week. In 
English, children will receive homework to support tasks recently completed in class. 
 
He/she will also receive a spelling book with lists that should be learnt weekly. Children 
should spend an additional 20 minutes per week on these spelling tasks. 
 
Teachers expect children to take around twenty minutes for each English and maths 
homework to be completed. If your child is struggling to complete the allocated piece within 
this time, please let us know. We do understand that many children take part in activities 
outside school and this is the reason we have tried to provide a fair and reasonable system 
so that children can continue to enjoy these clubs without too much homework pressure 
and by having a week to complete homework. 
 
In addition, we would expect children to read on a regular basis and again this should be 
recorded in planners. It is a crucial exercise for children in Year 3 and 4 to read aloud to 
parents/grandparents/older brothers and sisters at home. At this stage, it is extremely 
helpful if you encourage discussion about the plot, characters and what may happen in the 
story.  
 
Children have ‘Homework Planners’ to record their homework and teachers will help your 
child to write details and dates. Homework diaries will be the main source of information 
about homework set each week. Please ensure that homework diaries are in school every 
day so that they can be used effectively. A bookmark/paperclip is useful for the younger 



children to keep track of the date. It is important that a parent/guardian signs the 
homework Diary when they have seen that the homework has been completed. 
Please check planners regularly throughout the week and sign them each weekend. 
Did you know? 
Tables 
For the first time, all children in Year 4 will be taking a national SATS test, specifically testing 
their tables. For your information, children are now expected to know all of the tables up to 
12 x 12 and the associated division facts. We will be working hard with the children to learn 
these facts and practise so that the children are at ease when it comes to such time. More 
information about this will follow later in the school year. 
 
 
Lost Property 
We will always try to return items of lost clothing/uniform to your child if they are named.  
 
Our School Rule 
We should smile and be friendly, be well-mannered and polite, speak the truth, be fair, 
treat each other well and with respect. 
Naturally, we expect a high standard of behaviour and attitude as it is important in order to 
achieve a happy and purposeful classroom.  
 
 
 
Class Dojo 
Class dojo is a direct source of information about events happening in school, how the 
children are doing with regards to the point system, and also a direct communication 
between teacher and parent. 
If there is anything you feel you would like to discuss, you can send any of the teachers a 
message using the login that was sent home on transition day. LKS2 is set up as one class, 
thus through this you can access all the teachers, if necessary. Teachers will try to respond 
to messages as soon as is possible, where required. 
 
 
Snacks 
Children in KS2 are allowed to bring a snack to school yet this should be healthy. Crisps, 
chocolate or anything with excessive amounts of sugar/fats will not be permitted. However, 
children may bring 50p to school in order to receive toast or fruit and a drink from the 
kitchen at playtime. 
 
Finally 
 
This term, like always, is a busy one. We do appreciate your continued help and support and 
if you feel that you could help out in other ways, for example by hearing children read for 
just one hour a week, please get in touch. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything further, please contact any one 
of us. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Mellor, Mr Cunha, Miss Cork, Mrs Duffy, Mrs Bailey and Mr Coulson 
 


